the various forms in which unsound mind manifests itself, it is well known that when any medico-legal question connected with Insanity comes before a court of justice, doctrines which have been often refuted are reproduced, to puzzle and distract the jury ; that the medical witnesses, counsel, and judge are frequently at variance; and that, amidst all this confusion, the result of the investigation is likely to depend rather upon some preconceived notions of the jurymen, than upon a proper appreciation of the evidence laid before them.
Nor is this all; for both in civil and criminal cases it is no unusual occurrence to see one body of witnesses brought forward to prove that the individual, whose interests are at stake, is, and always has been, of perfectly sound mind, and even shrewd and intelligent; while others are adduced to assert as unhesitatingly, that he has been insane for years. Now, if ever there was a class of cases in which the maxim, " testimonia pendenda non numeranda" ought to be rigidly adhered to, it is this; and yet the evidence of some ignorant domestics, or ' Remonstrance,' which has gone through three editions in a very short space of time, men are beginning to feel that something more than the one-sided views of counsel, the fanciful hypotheses of metaphysicians, the definitions of jurists, or the dicta of judges, is required to solve important questions, on which may depend the protection of the helpless, the peace and honour of families, and the safety of the lieges.
We shall not, in this brief paper, attempt to supply the want that is felt. Be it our more humble task to direct attention to some important trials which have recently occurred, and the discussions to which these have given rise, in the hope that on a future occasion we may have an opportunity of considering the whole subject in the abstract.
The first case to which we shall advert is that of Nottidge versus Ripley and another, which is remarkable on many accounts. It not only brought to light the doctrines and practices of a sect of pestilent fanatics, which were little, if at all, known beyond the narrow sphere of their machinations ; but it called forth a rash and erroneous opinion from the presiding judge of one of our superior courts, which again, besides being promulgated and supported by a large and influential portion of the daily press, and entailing unmerited strictures and abuse on the Commissioners in Lunacy (who were entitled to the highest respect for the kindness, judgment, and integrity with which they discharge the delicate and onerous duties of their office), led, though not a judgment, but a mere obiter dictum, to a most absurd decision of a Scotch court, in a case to which we shall afterwards allude.
Out of evil, however, good has come; and we have in consequence the able Letter of Lord Ashley, addressed to the Lord Chancellor, in the name of the Commissioners, and the powerful 'Remonstrance,' addressed, by Dr night, and that it was the will of God that another man, Turner, should also come tcith him. I objected, and they said that it was the 'icill of God' and they must submit. I then wrote to Mr. Ripley (her son-in-law, the defendant) to come down. It was impossible for any man to have been more Jcind than he had been to all of us at all times. I afterwards heard that the marriages were to take place at Swansea, and I went down to prevent them; bnt it was of no use, for they said that it was the ' will of God' that they should be married 
